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ATTENTION DELEGATES
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Delegates will 
be held at the Doubletree Newark Airport 
Hotel on Tuesday, June 9, 2026, begin-
ning no earlier than 10:30 a.m. It will  
follow the Delegate Forum which will 
begin at 9:30 a.m.

DELEGATE CREDENTIALS

Colleen E. Kimble, Saratoga Springs, NY, 
Glens Falls Kennel Club 

Christian A. Morales Reyes, CPA, 
Miami, FL, Greater Miami Dog Club

Sharon Smith, Greenville, SC,  
Greenville Kennel Club

Susan Swords, Scott Depot, WV,  
Magic Valley Kennel Club 

Barbara J. Wood, Cranford, NJ, 
American Lhasa Apso Club 

NOTICE
REPRIMANDS AND FINES

Notification of Reprimand imposed on 
Superintendents for change of entries 
after closing, Rules Applying to Dog Shows, 
Chapter 11, Section 6.

Rau Dog Shows, Ltd..................Reprimand

MB-F, Inc...................................Reprimand

Click here to read the 
May 2026 issue!
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TRIAL BOARDS

APPEALS TRIAL BOARD
MARTHA FELTENSTEIN,

ESQ., CHAIR 

TRIAL BOARD CHAIRS
EUGENIA HUNTER, ESQ. 
VINCENT INDEGLIA, ESQ.

SAMUEL KOVITZ, ESQ.
LAURIE RAYMOND, ESQ. 

TRIAL BOARD MEMBERS 
KATHI BROWN

MEDORA HARPER
CARL HOLDER
DR. JOHN IOIA

LAURIE MAULUCCI
ROBERT NEWMAN

HON. JAMES PHINIZY
DIANA L SKIBINSKI

BETTY-ANNE STENMARK
GLENDA STEPHENSON

MICHELE WRATH

PERFORMANCE TRIAL BOARD
JOSEPH BENAGE, ESQ.

TIM CARWILE, ESQ., CHAIR
JOHN RUSSELL 

ALTERNATES
FRANK BARTON

REX GIBSON
ROBERT W. MONTLER

CLASS OF 2027
DR. J. CHARLES GARVIN

STEVEN HAMBLIN
DANIEL J. SMYTH, ESQ.

CLASS OF 2028
DR. CARMEN L. BATTAGLIA

SALLY L. FINEBURG
DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT

CLASS OF 2029
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES

EDUARDO FUGIWARA
ROBIN STANSELL
SYLVIA THOMAS

CLASS OF 2030
DOMINIC P. CAROTA

SUE GOLDBERG
JASON HOKE

GINA M. DINARDO, Ex Officio
THE LATE RONALD H. MENAKER, Chairman Emeritus

MISSION STATEMENT The American Kennel Club is dedicated to upholding 
the integrity of its registry, promoting the sport of purebred dogs and breeding for type 
and function.
Founded in 1884, the AKC and its affiliated organizations advocate for the purebred 
dog as a family companion, advance canine health and well-being, work to protect the 
rights of all dog owners and promote responsible dog ownership.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
DR. THOMAS M. DAVIES, CHAIRMAN • DR. MICHAEL G. KNIGHT, VICE CHAIRMAN

VICE PRESIDENTS

KIRSTEN BAHLKE, Marketing
KEITH FRAZIER, Executive Vice President, Business Support Services

RONALD FURMAN, Media, Broadcasting and Sponsorship
BRANDI HUNTER MUNDEN, Public Relations & Communications

ASHLEY JACOT, Education
DOUG LJUNGREN, Executive Vice President, Sports & Events

HEATHER MCMANUS, Vice President & General Counsel
MARI-BETH O’NEILL, Sport Services

PAULA SPECTOR, Corporate Services
DAPHNA STRAUS, Business Development

TIM THOMAS, Conformation

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
GINA M. DINARDO 

President & 
Chief Executive Officer

THEODORE E. PHILLIPS
Chief Financial Officer

DENNIS B. SPRUNG, President Emeritus

SHEILA GOFFE 
Executive Secretary & 

Vice President, Government Relations
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Notification of Reprimand imposed on 
Superintendent for failure to list animals’ 
complete name in catalog, Rules Applying 
to Dog Shows, Chapter 12, Section 4.

Onofrio Dog Shows, LLC..........Reprimand

Notification of Reprimand imposed on 
Superintendent for failure to submit proper 
electronic results, AKC Board Policy.

Rau Dog Shows, Ltd..................Reprimand

Notification of fine imposed on club for 
holding Obedience Trial without submit-
ting an application, Obedience Regulations, 
Chapter 1, Section 1.

 Janesville-Beloit Kennel Club...............$100

Notification of fine imposed on club 
for cancellation of entries after closing, 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 11, 
Section 6.

Collie Club of Southern Wisconsin......$400

Notification of Reprimand imposed on 
club for failure to follow all AKC rules and 
regulations, Rules Applying to Dog Shows, 
Chapter 9, Section 9.

Progressive Dog Club.................Reprimand

Notification of Reprimand imposed 
on club for failure to properly divide the 
Bred-by-Exhibitor class, Rules Applying to 
Dog Shows, Chapter 3, Section 8.

Bulldog Club of Greater St. Louis................	
....................................................Reprimand

Bulldog Club of America............Reprimand

Notification of fine imposed on a club 
for late submission of Event Records, 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows, Chapter 17, 
Section 2.

Topline German Shepherd Dog Club  
of Illinois..................................................$25

Richmond Dog Obedience Club............$50

Greater Louisville Training Club.........$200
	
Notification of fines imposed on 

Performance Clubs for late submission 
of Results Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedure for Pointing Breeds, Chapter 13, 
Section 3.

Irish Setter Club of Michigan.................$50

Irish Setter Club of Greater Tulsa........$250

Sahuaro Brittany Club............................$50

Notification of fines imposed on 
Performance Clubs for late submission of 
Results Regulations & Guidelines for AKC 
Hunting Tests for Pointing Breeds, Chapter 
1, Section 18.

Southern New England Brittany Club....$50

Notification of fines imposed on 
Performance Clubs for late submission 
of Results Field Trial Rules and Standard 
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Procedure for Retrievers, Chapter 13.

Sagehen’s Retriever Club......................$150

Michiana Retriever Club.......................$100

Notification of fines imposed on 
Performance Clubs for late submission 
of Results Field Trial Rules and Standard 
Procedure for Beagle Field Trials, Chapter 
8, Section 6.

Highland Beagle Club.............................$50

Southeastern Indiana Beagle Club........$100

Notification of fines imposed on 
Performance Clubs for late submission of 
Results AKC Herding Regulations, Farm 
Dog Certified (FDC) Test Regulations, 
Chapter 1, Section 17.

Sooner State Kennel Club ...................$100

As a result of an Event Committee  
determination the following individual 
stands suspended of AKC privileges.  It 
should be noted that this determination 
may still be appealed and may be reversed.  
Upon expiration of the appeal process, an 
appropriate notice describing the status 
of the individual’s suspension, if any, will 
appear in this column:	

Ms. Jacqueline Caruso (Ridgefield, 
CT)

Ms. Alice Casbeer (San Antonio, 
TX)

Ms. Julie Covert (Mary Esther, FL)
Ms. Carol Fellbaum (Houston, TX)

NOTICE
Ms. Constance Bartlett (Rohnert Park, 

CA). Action was taken by the Shetland 
Sheepdog Club of Northern California 
for conduct at its September 20, 2025 
event. Ms. Bartlett was charged with 
conduct characterized by the Staff Event 
Committee as inappropriate public 
criticism of a judge, not disruptive, but 
demonstrating lack of sportsmanship. The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty as 
a reprimand and imposed a $100 fine. Ms. 
Bartlett appealed the decision to an AKC 
Trial Board. The AKC Trial Board denied 
the appeal and affirmed the penalty.  
(Border Terriers)
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NOTICE
Ms. Michele Beatty (Middletown, 

MD). Action was taken by the German 
Shepherd Dog Club of America for 
conduct at its October 25, 2025 event. 
Ms. Beatty was charged with failure to 
properly control a dog at an event. The 
Staff Event Committee reviewed the Event 
Committee’s report and set the penalty 
as a three-month event suspension and 
imposed a $500 fine, effective March 3, 
2026. (German Shepherd Dogs)

NOTICE
Ms. Kathy Doehler (Pueblo, CO). 

Action was taken by the Corpus Christi 
Kennel Club for conduct at its January 
9, 2026 event. Ms. Doehler was charged 
with improper treatment in connection 
with an event. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a three-month 
suspension of all AKC privileges and 
imposed a $300 fine, effective January 20, 
2026. (Multiple Breeds)

NOTICE
Ms. Janyce Selkin (Rhinebeck, NY). 

Action was taken by the Mid-Hudson 
Kennel Association for conduct at its 
February 8, 2026 event. Ms. Selkin was 
charged with inappropriate, abusive, or 
foul language. The Staff Event Committee 
reviewed the Event Committee’s report 
and set the penalty as a one-month event 

suspension and imposed a $500 fine, 
effective February 18, 2026. (Border 
Collies, Briards)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Tatyana 
Stepanchenko (Snohomish, WA) from 
all AKC privileges for six months and 
imposed a $500 fine, for refusal to make 
her dogs and records available for inspec-
tion when requested, effective February 
24, 2026. (Pomeranians, Poodles)

NOTICE
The AKC’s Management Disciplinary 

Committee has suspended Ms. Alena 
Davis (Lutz, FL) from registration priv-
ileges for three-months and imposed a 
$500 fine, for signing AKC documents on 
behalf of another without filing a properly 
completed Power of Attorney form, effec-
tive March 24, 2026. (Bulldogs)
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PROPOSED POINTER STANDARD 
FOR COMMENT:

In accordance with the Guidelines for 
Breed Standard Revisions this is being 
published to receive any comments prior to 
the balloting of the club membership. Any 
comments may be forwarded directly to:

Mari-Beth O’Neill
VP Sport Services
mbo@akc.org 

General Appearance: The Pointer is 
bred primarily for sport afield; he should 
unmistakably look and act the part. The 
ideal specimen gives the immediate im-
pression of compact power and agile 
grace; the head noble, proudly carried; 
the expression intelligent and alert; the 
muscular body bespeaking both staying 
power and dash. Here is an animal whose 
every movement shows him to be a wide-
awake, hard-driving hunting dog possess-
ing stamina, courage, and the desire to go. 
And in his expression are the loyalty and 
devotion of a true friend of man.

Balance and Size, Proportion, Sub-
stance: Balance and over-all symmetry 
are more important in the Pointer than 
size. A smooth, balanced dog is to be 
more desired than a dog with strongly 
contrasting good points and faults. The 
Pointer is square or slightly off square.  
The height measured from the ground to 
the highest point of the withers, equaling 

the length measured from the fore chest 
to the rear projection of the buttocks.

Hound or terrier characteristics are 
most considered most undesirable are: 
Long ears, thick ear leather, excessive 
flews or snipey muzzles, roached backs, 
lack of tuck-up, skirting on the loin, long, 
ropey tails carried with a curve or sickle, 
cat feet and straight pasterns. Because a 
sporting dog must have both endurance 
and power, great variations in size are un-
desirable, the desirable height and weight 
being within the following limits: Dogs: 
Height – 25 to 28 inches Weight – 55 to 
75 pounds Bitches: Height – 23 to 26 
inches Weight – 44 to 65 pounds

Head: The skull of medium width, ap-
proximately as wide as the length of the 
muzzle, resulting in an impression of 
length rather than width. Slight furrow 
between the eyes, cheeks cleanly chiseled. 
There should be a pronounced stop. From 
this point forward the muzzle is of good 
length, with the nasal bone so formed that 
the nose is slightly higher at the tip than 
the muzzle at the stop. Parallel planes of 
the skull and muzzle are equally accept-
able. The muzzle should be deep without 
pendulous flews. Jaws ending square and 
level, should bite evenly or as scissors 
scissors bite preferred, even bite acceptable. 
Undershot, overshot or wry to be faulted. 
Nostrils well developed and wide open. 
Ears-Set on at eye level. When hanging 
naturally, they should reach just below 
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the lower jaw, close to the head, with little 
or no folding. They should be somewhat 
pointed at the tip-never round-and soft 
and thin in leather. Eyes - Of ample size, 
rounded and intense. The eye color should 
be dark in contrast with the color of the 
markings, the darker the better. 

Neck: Long, dry, muscular, and slightly 
arched, springing cleanly from the shoul-
ders. Shoulders: Long, thin, and sloping. 
The top of blades close together.

Front: Elbows well let down, directly 
under the withers and truly parallel so as 
to work just clear of the body. Forelegs 
straight and with oval bone. Knee joint 
never to knuckle over. Pasterns of moder-
ate length, perceptibly finer in bone than 
the leg, and slightly slanting. Chest, deep 
rather than wide, must not hinder free 
action of forelegs. The breastbone bold, 
without being unduly prominent. The 
ribs well sprung, descending as low as the 
elbow-point. 

Back: Strong and solid with only a 
slight decline from top of shoulder to 
the croup.  The loin is well muscled and 
slightly arched with the croup slightly 
rounded to the base of the tail. rise from 
croup to top of shoulders. Loin of moder-
ate length, powerful and slightly arched. 
Croup falling only slightly to base of tail. 
Tuck-up should be apparent, but not ex-
aggerated. 

Tail: Heavier at the root, tapering to 
a fine point. Length no greater than to 

hock. A tail longer than this or docked 
must be penalized. Carried without curl, 
and not more than 20 degrees above the 
line of the back; Carried straight and not 
more than 20 degrees above the level of 
the back;  never carried between the legs. 

Hindquarters: Muscular and power-
ful with great propelling leverage. Thighs 
long and well developed. Stifles well 
bent. The hocks clean; the legs straight 
as viewed from behind. Decided angula-
tion is the mark of power and endurance. 
Feet: Oval, with long, closely-set, arched 
toes, well-padded, and deep. Catfoot is a 
fault. Dewclaws on the forelegs may be 
removed. 

Coat: Short, dense, smooth with a sheen.
Color: Liver, lemon, black, orange; 

either in combination with white or sol-
id-colored. A good Pointer cannot be a 
bad color. In the darker colors, the nose 
should be black or brown; in the lighter 
shades it may be lighter or flesh-colored. 
There should be  no preference for pre-
viously described colors.  The four stated 
colors remain the true colors without 
deviation.   Nose:  Liver and lemon dogs 
will have a self-colored nose and eye rims.  
Black and orange dogs will have a black 
nose and black eye rims.

Gait: Smooth, frictionless, with a pow-
erful hindquarters’ drive. The head should 
be carried high, the nostrils wide, the tail 
moving from side to side rhythmically 
with the pace, giving the impression of a 
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well-balanced, strongly-built hunting dog 
capable of top speed combined with great 
stamina. Hackney gait must be faulted. 

Balance and Size: Balance and over-
all symmetry are more important in the 
Pointer than size. A smooth, balanced 
dog is to be more desired than a dog with 
strongly contrasting good points and 
faults. Hound or terrier characteristics are 
most undesirable. Because a sporting dog 
must have both endurance and power, 
great variations in size are undesirable, 
the desirable height and weight being 
within the following limits: Dogs: Height 
– 25 to 28 inches Weight – 55 to 75 
pounds Bitches: Height – 23 to 26 inches 
Weight – 44 to 65 pounds

Temperament: The Pointer’s even tem-
perament and alert good sense make him 
a congenial companion both in the field 
and in the home. He should be dignified 
and should never show timidity toward 
man or dog.

PROPOSED PETIT BASSET  
GRIFFON VENDÉEN STANDARD 
FOR COMMENT:

In accordance with the Guidelines for 
Breed Standard Revisions this is being 
published to receive any comments prior 
to the balloting of the club membership. 
Any comments may be forwarded directly 
to:

Mari-Beth O’Neill
VP Sport Services
mbo@akc.org 

General Appearance: The Petit Basset 
Griffon Vendéen is a French scent hound 
developed first and foremost to hunt 
small game over the rough and difficult 
terrain of the Vendéen region. To function 
efficiently, he must be equipped with cer-
tain characteristics. He is bold and viva-
cious in character; compact, tough and 
robust in construction. He has an alert 
outlook, lively bearing and a good voice 
freely and purposefully used. The most 
distinguishing characteristics of this bold 
hunter are: his rough, unrefined outlines; 
his proudly carried head displaying defini-
tive long eyebrows, beard, and moustache; 
his strong, tapered tail carried like a saber, 
alert and in readiness. Important to breed 
type is the compact, casual, rather tousled 
appearance, with no feature exaggerated 
and his parts in balance. Any deviation 
from the ideal described in the standard 
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should be penalized to the extent of the 
deviation. Structural faults common to all 
breeds are as undesirable in the PBGV as 
in any other breed, regardless of whether 
they are specifically mentioned.

Size, Proportion, Substance: Size - 
PBGVs measure between 13 and 15 inch-
es at the withers. Height over 15 inches is 
a disqualification. Height under 13 inches 
is a disqualification at one year of age or 
older. Proportion - When viewed in pro-
file, the body is somewhat longer than tall 
when measured from point of shoulder to 
buttocks, as compared to the height from 
withers to ground. Substance - Strong 
bone with substance in proportion to 
overall dog.

Head: The head is carried proudly and, 
in size, must be in balance with the over-
all dog.    It is longer than its width in 
a ratio of approximately two to one.  A 
coarse or overly large head is to be pe-
nalized. Expression - Alert, friendly and 
intelligent. Eyes - Large and dark with 
good pigmentation fully pigmented eye 
rims, somewhat oval in shape, showing 
no white. Haw not visible. The red of the 
lower eyelid should not show. The eyes 
are surmounted by long eyebrows, stand-
ing forward, but not obscuring the eyes. 
Ears - Supple, narrow and fine, covered 
with long hair, folding inward and end-
ing in an oval shape. The leathers reach 
almost to the end of the nose. They are 
set on low, below the line of the eyes. 

An overly long or high-set ear should be 
penalized. Skull – Slightly domed, oval in 
shape when viewed from the front above. 
It is well cut away under the eyes and has 
a well-developed occipital protuberance. 
Stop clearly defined. Muzzle - The length 
of the muzzle from nose to stop is slightly 
shorter than the length from the stop to 
occiput. The underjaw is strong and well 
developed. Nose - Black and large, with 
wide nostrils. A somewhat lighter shading 
is acceptable in lighter colored dogs. A 
butterfly nose is a fault. Lips - The lips are 
covered by long hair forming a beard and 
moustache. Bite - It is preferable that the 
teeth meet in a scissors bite, but a level 
bite is acceptable. Wry or undershot bites 
are serious faults.

Neck, Topline, Body: Neck - The neck 
is long and strong, without throatiness, 
and flows smoothly into the shoulders. 
Topline - The back is visibly level from 
withers to croup. There is a barely per-
ceptible rise over a strong loin. Viewed in 
profile, the withers and the croup should 
be equidistant from the ground. Body 
muscular, somewhat longer than tall back 
of medium length and. compact,casual 
in appearance, with no feature exaggerat-
ed and his parts in balance. Chest rath-
er deep, with prominent sternum. Ribs 
moderately rounded, extending well back. 
Loin short, strong, and muscular. There is 
but little tuck-up. Tail of medium length, 
set on high, it is strong at the base and 



secretary’s pages

MAY 2026AKC GAZETTE 9

tapers regularly. It is well furnished with 
hair, has but a slight curve and is carried 
proudly like the blade of a saber; normally 
pointing at about two o’clock. In a curved 
downward position the tip of the tail bone 
should reach no further than the hock 
joint when lowered. 

Forequarters: Shoulders clean and 
well laid back. Upper arm approximately 
equal in length to the shoulder blade. El-
bows close to the body. Legs - The length 
of leg from elbow to ground should be 
slightly more than half the height from 
withers to ground. Viewed from the front, 
it is desirable that the forelegs be straight, 
but a slight crook is acceptable. In either 
case, the leg appears straight, is strong 
and well boned, but never coarse nor 
weedy. Improperly constructed front as-
semblies, including poor shoulder place-
ment, short upper arms, out at elbows, 
lack of angulation and fiddle fronts, are all 
serious faults. Pasterns strong and slightly 
sloping. Any tendency to knuckle over is a 
serious fault. Dewclaws may, or may not, 
be removed. Feet - Not too long, between 
hare and cat foot, with hard, tight pads. 
The nails are strong and short.

Hindquarters: Strong and muscular 
with good bend of stifle. A well-defined 
second thigh. Hips wide, thighs well mus-
cled. Hocks are short and well angulat-
ed, perpendicular from hock to ground. 
Hocks and Rear Pasterns- Hocks well 
let down, short, and firm. Rear pasterns 

strong, short, and vertical. When viewed 
from the rear, the hind legs are straight 
and parallel, turning neither in nor out. 
Long, weak, loose, cow-hocked, or sick-
le-hocked rears are faults. Hocks are short 
and well angulated, perpendicular from 
hock to ground. Feet are as in front, ex-
cept that they must point straight ahead. 

Coat: The coat is rough, not too long 
and without exaggeration, and harsh to 
the touch, with a thick shorter undercoat. 
It is never silky or woolly. The eyes are 
surmounted by long eyebrows, standing 
forward but not obscuring the eyes. The 
ears are covered by long hair. The lips 
are covered by long hair forming a beard 
and moustache. The tail is well furnished 
with hair. The overall appearance is casual 
and tousled. The rough, unrefined out-
line and tousled appearance of this rustic 
hunting hound is essential. Any sculpt-
ing, clipping, scissoring or shaping of the 
coat is contrary to PBGV breed type. The 
PBGV coat should be clean, neatened 
as necessary, but always remain casually 
disarrayed. Any deviation from the ideal 
described here and in the General Ap-
pearance Section of the official standard 
should be penalized to the extent of the 
deviation. For show purposes the coat 
may be tidied but a natural appearance 
must be retained. Sculpting, clipping, or 
scissoring should be penalized.

Color: White with any combination of 
lemon, orange, black, sable, tricolor or 
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grizzle markings, providing easy visibility 
in the field. 

Gait: The movement should be free at 
all speeds. Front action is straight and 
reaching well forward. Going away, the 
hind legs are parallel and have great drive. 
Convergence of the front and rear legs to-
wards his center of gravity is proportional 
to the speed of his movement. Gives the 
appearance of an active hound, capable of 
a full day’s hunting. 

Temperament: Confident, happy, 
extroverted, independent yet willing to 
please, never timid nor aggressive. 

Any deviation from the ideal described in 
the standard should be penalized to the extent 
of the deviation. Structural faults common to 
all breeds are as undesirable in the PBGV as 
in any other breed, regardless of whether they 
are specifically mentioned.

Disqualification: Height over 15 inches 
is a disqualification. Height under 13 inch-
es is a disqualification at one year of age or 
older.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE RULES 
APPLYING TO DOG SHOWS – CHAPTER 3, 
SECTION 12 

The AKC Board has endorsed the 
following amendment to Chapter 3, 
Section 12 of the Rules Applying to 
Dogs Shows, proposed by the Dog Show 
Rules Committee. This will be voted on at 
the June 9, 2026 Delegate Meeting.

CHAPTER 3
DOG SHOW CLASSIFICATIONS
SECTION 12 

Event committees may provide such 
other classes of recognized breeds or 
recognized varieties of breeds as they may 
choose, provided they do not conflict with 
the conditions of the above-mentioned 
classes, and are judged before Best of Breed 
competition, and castration or spaying is 
not a condition of the class. Such additional 
classes shall be divided by sex.

No class may be given in which more 
than one breed or recognized variety of 
breed may be entered, except as provided 
in these rules and regulations.

No class may be given for which castration 
or spaying is a condition of class.
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CONFORMATION JUDGES
Letters concerning judges and provi-

sional judges should be addressed to the 
Judging Operations Department at PO 
Box 900062, Raleigh, NC 27675-9062. 
Letters concerning Agility, Obedience, 
Rally, Tracking, and VST applicants 
should be addressed to the Companion 
Events Department in North Carolina.

The American Kennel Club will, at the 
request of a judge or judge applicant, pro-
vide that individual with copies of letters 
received regarding their judging qualifica-
tions. As a result, it should be understood 
that any such correspondence will be 
made available, upon request, to the judge 
or judge applicant.

It is the responsibility of all 
Conformation and Junior Showmanship 
judges to notify the Judging Operations 
Department of any changes or corrections 
to their address, phone, fax or emails. 
These changes are very important because 
they affect your judges’ record, the web 
site and the Judges Directory. Please notify 
Judging Operations by email at  
judgingops@akc.org.

APPLICANTS
The following persons applications have 

been submitted for the breed(s) specified 
but they are NOT eligible to accept 
assignments.

NEW BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS

Mrs. Jeanne Bertsch (117473) WA
(206) 295-8664
dbertsch51@comcast.net
Boston Terriers

Ms. Christiana (Chris) Gaburri 
(112608) PA

(412) 559-9536
k9brusher@gmail.com
Old English Sheepdogs

Mrs. Rebecca T. Lycan (118729) NC
(919) 306-4591
rebeccalycan@gmail.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Golden 
Retrievers, English Setters, Weimara-
ners, English Foxhounds, Salukis, Akitas, 
Samoyeds, Siberian Huskies, Standard 
Schnauzers, Border Terriers, Shih Tzu, 
Dalmatians, French Bulldogs, Australian 
Shepherds, Bearded Collies, Pembroke 
Welsh Corgis

Ms. Kimarie Wolf (116854) OR
(503) 858-4627
kimariewolf@yahoo.com
Bull Terriers, Miniature Bull Terriers

Dr. Travis Wright (118645) WI
(202) 210-5124
traviswright@yahoo.com
Dachshunds, JS - Limited

mailto:judgingops%40akc.org?subject=
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ADDITIONAL BREED JUDGING APPLICANTS

Mr. Larry C. Abbott (20217) TX
(972) 740-4881
larry@abbottusa.com
Afghan Hounds, American English 
Coonhounds, Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, 
Basset Hounds, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bloodhounds, Bluetick Coon-
hounds, English Foxhounds, Harriers, 
Plott Hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds

Maria Arechaederra (110565) CA
(949) 981-7646
ederrakuv@aol.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Cane Corso, Chi-
nooks, Giant Schnauzers, Leonbergers, 
Standard Schnauzers

Mrs. Terrie Breen (65930) CT
(860) 539-6222
breenta@aol.com
Balance of Toy Group (Japanese Chin, 
Miniature Pinschers, Russian Tsvetnaya 
Bolonki, Yorkshire Terriers)

Mrs. Kathleen V. Carter (6164) CO
(303) 883-1610
ckathy219@gmail.com
Balance of Herding Group (Bergamasco 
Sheepdogs, Canaan Dogs, Collies, Ger-
man Shepherd Dogs)

Mr. Cesar Cortes (110553) NY
(917) 635-7128
cecordog@hotmail.com
Biewer Terriers, Chinese Cresteds, Japa-

nese Chin, Manchester Terriers, Poodles, 
Pugs, Yorkshire Terriers

Mrs. Dawn Cox (97685) PA
dawncox215@gmail.com
Komondorok, Samoyeds

Mrs. Cathy H. Daugherty (6219) AR
(203) 565-5496
bisgringo1@yahoo.com
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracchi Ital-
iani, Golden Retrievers)

Mrs. Sara Dellorto (117193) FL
(863) 816-2080
sardione@aol.com
Dogo Argentinos, Great Pyrenees, Rott-
weilers, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen, Tibetan 
Terriers

Mrs. Terry Dennison (47424) AK
(907) 775-2913
katagnik@yahoo.com
Boxers, Great Pyrenees, Newfoundlands

Mr. John Dewing (114115) WA
(206) 371-9742
john_dewing@hotmail.com
Chinooks, Great Pyrenees, Newfound-
lands, Portuguese Water Dogs, Saint 
Bernards, Siberian Huskies

Mrs. Edy Dykstra-Blum (20342) FL
(352) 208-6502
bizzeebootsoes@gmail.com
Brussels Griffons, Chinese Cresteds, Ital-
ian Greyhounds, Japanese Chin, Russian 
Toys
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Mrs. Katherine Halton Berns (115217) 
TN

(217) 417-4212
khaltonberns@gmail.com
Kerry Blue Terriers, Chow Chows, Aus-
tralian Cattle Dogs, Cardigan Welsh Cor-
gis, Lancashire Heelers, Mudik, Pulik, 
Pumik

Mr. Steven Herman (6305) FL
(813) 435-8558
ljlucin@gmail.com
Schipperkes

Mr. Ryan Lee Horvath (50283) CA
(415) 305-5478
homardachs@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, American Fox-
hounds, Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, 
Bluetick Coonhounds, Borzois, English 
Foxhounds, Plott Hounds, Redbone 
Coonhounds, Scottish Deerhounds, 
Treeing Walker Coonhounds)

Dr. M. Patricia Joyce (101483) GA
(770) 596-8665
patjoyce1@att.net
American Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, 
Chinese Shar-Pei, Lhasa Apsos, Low-
chen, Xoloitzcuintlin

Mr. Dominic Koon (115351) GA
(865) 582-1023
dominic.koon@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Poodles

Mrs. Jodi Koon (115353) GA
(865) 582-1023
jodi.l.koon@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chow Chows, Lhasa 
Apsos, Poodles

Jessica Lewellen (106151) WA
(360) 390-8141
jessicalewellen@me.com
Boxers, Doberman Pinschers

Ms. Tracey Luty (105151) CO
(720) 233-8632
taluty@gmail.com
Basenjis, Greyhounds, Rhodesian Ridge-
backs, Whippets

Robin MacFarlane (95827) FL
(856) 630-5590
armor16@aol.com
Barbets, Pointers, Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers, Field Spaniels, Welsh 
Springer Spaniels, Schipperkes

Mr. Joao Machado (110191) TX
(832) 345-2100
joao.machadotx@gmail.com
Doberman Pinschers, Irish Terriers, Bos-
ton Terriers

Mr. Dale A. Meyer (6655) WI
(715) 316-1677
meyerd@tds.net
American English Coonhounds, Amer-
ican Foxhounds, Basset Fauve de 
Bretagnes, Redbone Coonhounds, Salukis
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Mrs. Rebecca Myers (113529) FL
(386) 688-1403
rebeccamyersch@aol.com
Boxers, Great Danes, Australian Shep-
herds, German Shepherd Dogs

Mrs. Barbara Pessina (7372) NY
(845) 519-0425
moonshadowpuilk@aol.com
Bernese Mountain Dogs, Great Danes, 
Komondorok, Leonbergers, Newfound-
lands, Saint Bernards, Samoyeds

Diane L. Price (18148) AL
(256) 601-1847
kingsfieldkennels@yahoo.com
Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, English Fox-
hounds, Harriers, Petits Bassets Griffons 
Vendeens, Pomeranians, Schipperkes

Mr. Stephen Regan (22219) NJ
(732) 814-8741
sregan@lesterglenn.com
Boston Terriers

Dr. Valeria Rickard (92450) VA
(703) 919-8753
vrickard@jovalairedales.com
Akitas, Black Russian Terriers, Bull-
mastiffs, Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, 
Dogues de Bordeaux, Komondorok, 
Kuvaszok, Mastiffs, Neapolitan Mastiffs, 
Portuguese Water Dogs, Saint Bernards, 
Tibetan Mastiffs

Dr. Judi M. Roller (102261) WI
(608) 370-2679
judir7024@gmail.com
Beaucerons, Belgian Tervurens

Ms. Anna M. Vaughn (102565) OK
(918) 906-3776
anna@cme-usa.com
American Water Spaniels, Boykin 
Spaniels, Field Spaniels, Welsh Springer 
Spaniels

Mrs. Gwendolyn Wells (111049) NC
(336) 207-8391
wellsworth3417@gmail.com
Chihuahuas, Poodles, Pugs, Yorkshire 
Terriers

Mrs. Lisa Young (43070) AZ
(605) 390-1135
youngsongbeagles@gmail.com
Pointers, German Shorthaired Pointers, 
German Wirehaired Pointers, Cocker 
Spaniels, English Cocker Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP JUDGING 
APPLICANTS

Mrs. Emelise Baughman (118629) NE
(308) 380-1925
emeliseb@yahoo.com
JS

Mr. Michael R. Deer (112419) TX
(847) 910-9905
privacylawyer@hotmail.com
JS – Limited
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Mrs. Heather M. Donnelly (117537) MA
(508) 254-3690
cressidagr@gmail.com
JS

Lalaine Policar (113283) CA
(760) 686-7232
lalainepolicar@yahoo.com
JS – Limited

Mr. Joshua Lance Washnesky (118663) 
TX

(254) 964-0027
washneskyj@gmail.com
JS

PERMIT JUDGES
The following persons have been 

approved on a Permit basis for the des-
ignated breeds in accordance with the 
current judging approval process. They 
may now accept assignments and the 
fancy may still offer comments to Judging 
Operations.

NEW BREED PERMIT JUDGES

Mr. Ryan Blanker (99063) MA
(413) 372-3399
ryanblanker1210@gmail.com
Siberian Huskies

Dr. Christine Boutwell Perry MD 
(118323) KS

(816) 547-4115
christine.boutwell@icloud.com
Irish Setters, JS-Limited

Ms. Leslee Cavanaugh (118383) VA
(804) 240-6953
lrcav@verizon.net
Boston Terriers

Ms. Melissa Renee Hartley (118387) SC
(803) 467-7548
melissa@sindarkennel.com
Weimaraners, JS

ADDITIONAL BREED PERMIT JUDGES 

Mrs. Vicki Allenbrand (91374) KS
(678) 429-4609
vicki.allenbrand@gmail.com
American Foxhounds, Basenjis, Irish 
Wolfhounds

Mr. Kurt D. Anderson (18749) CT
(203) 640-6460
kurt@kmander.com
Belgian Laekenois, Canaan Dogs, Lan-
cashire Heelers, Miniature American 
Shepherds, Polish Lowland Sheepdogs, 
Pulik

Ms. Sandy Bingham-Porter (94107) IL
(217) 549-6664
sbinghamporter@eiu.edu
American English Coonhounds, Basset 
Fauve de Bretagnes, Basset Hounds, 
Redbone Coonhounds, Sloughis

Mrs. Janet Bodin (101381) WI
(414) 614-7822
jbodin@wi.rr.com
Danish-Swedish Farmdogs, Spanish 
Water Dogs
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Ms. Louise M. Brady (67185) CA
(805) 217-4685
starweim@aol.com
German Shorthaired Pointers, Golden 
Retrievers

Ms. Alisa Brotherhood (103359) TX
(281) 989-3130
touchstone0525@att.net
Bullmastiffs, Giant Schnauzers, New-
foundlands

Ms. Anna May Fleischli Brown (6300) 
IL

(217) 412-5476
stedelweis@aol.com
Biewer Terriers, English Toy Spaniels, 
Havanese, Silky Terriers

Mrs. Diane Collings (94897) CA
(415) 990-3317
dianecollings@verizon.net
Finnish Lapphunds, German Shepherd 
Dogs, Mudik, Pembroke Welsh Corgis

Mrs. Lucretia Coonrod (111397) OK
(785) 217-5192
kanpoint@yahoo.com
Pointers, Labrador Retrievers, English 
Cocker Spaniels, Rat Terriers, Poodles

Mr. Justin Dannenbring (46593) MT
(951) 733-1618
justin.dannenbring@gmail.com
Afghan Hounds, Salukis, Italian Grey-
hounds

Mr. Mark Darwish (115389) SC
(864) 617-2727
wishmar123@gmail.com
Alaskan Malamutes, Boerboels, Boxers, 
Bullmastiffs, Dogo Argentinos, Dogues 
de Bordeaux, Neapolitan Mastiffs

Ms. Mary Faeth (101477) CA
(530) 210-7791
spinfandel@yahoo.com
American English Coonhounds, Amer-
ican Foxhounds, Basenjis, Basset Fauve 
de Bretagnes, Black and Tan Coon-
hounds, Bluetick Coonhounds, Borzois, 
English Foxhounds, Harriers, Otter-
hounds, Redbone Coonhounds, Treeing 
Walker Coonhounds

Mr. James M. Fankhauser (18843) MI
(269) 720-2861
nexusclumbers@gmail.com
American Eskimo Dogs, Boston Terriers, 
Cotons de Tulear, Dalmatians, Tibetan 
Terriers, Xoloitzcuintlin

Bonita Fichtenbaum (105541) OH
(937) 620-6480
bnfichtenbaum@gmail.com
French Bulldogs

Ms. Denise Flaim (100561) NY
(516) 509-5214
denise@revodanapublishing.com
Lagotti Romagnoli, German Wirehaired 
Pointers, English Setters, Irish Setters, 
Irish Red and White Setters, American 
Water Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Cocker 
Spaniels, English Springer Spaniels
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Mrs. Linda C. Foiles (3785) NC
(540) 522-9937
flolintwo@aol.com
Papillons

Ms. Cassie Frank (108441) NH
(702) 595-7607
tailwindcardis@gmail.com
Bearded Collies, Belgian Tervuren, Bor-
der Collies, Lancashire Heelers, Mudik

Ms. Jane Gentzen (90165) AZ
(928) 910-3866
janegentzen@msn.com
Beagles, JS

Ms. Donna Gilbert (58963) CT
(203) 253-5422
corgixoxo@aol.com
Australian Shepherds, Bearded Collies, 
Belgian Malinois, Briards, Collies, Old 
English Sheepdogs

Mrs. Jan Ritchie Gladstone (96299) NC
(267) 251-4483
janritchiegladstone@gmail.com
Bichons Frises, Chinese Shar-Pei, Chow 
Chows, Cotons de Tulear, French Bull-
dogs, Lowchen, Shiba Inu, Tibetan 
Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers

Mrs. Lisa Graser (37267) TN
(608) 655-1993
bluhvns@msn.com
Boston Terriers, Cotons de Tulear, 
Schipperkes, Tibetan Spaniels

Ms. Cheri Hollenback (71029) ID
(509) 993-4504
cascadesamoyeds@aol.com
Bullmastiffs, Dogo Argentinos

Mrs. Carol Lynn Johnson (108277) MI
(616) 490-5227
bellafleurcavaliers@outlook.com
English Toy Spaniels, Pekingese, Russian 
Toys, Russian Tsvetnaya Bolonki

Mr. David J. Kirkland (6340) NC
(919) 495-2382
rokirk@windstream.net
Barbets, Lagotti Romagnoli, Pointers, 
German Shorthaired Pointers, German 
Wirehaired Pointers, American Water 
Spaniels, Boykin Spaniels, Clumber 
Spaniels, Cocker Spaniels, English Cock-
er Spaniels, English Springer Spaniels, 
Field Spaniels, Irish Water Spaniels, Sus-
sex Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels, 
Wirehaired Pointing Griffons

Mrs. Rosalind Kramer (37191) NC
(703) 975-6260
rlkramer1@gmail.com
Balance of Non-Sporting Group (Amer-
ican Eskimo Dogs, Bichons Frises, Bos-
ton Terriers, Bulldogs, Chinese Shar-Pei, 
Chow Chows, Cotons de Tulear, Dal-
matians, Finnish Spitz, French Bulldogs, 
Keeshonden, Lhasa Apsos, Lowchen, 
Norwegian Lundehunds, Schipperkes, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Spaniels, Tibetan Ter-
riers, Xoloitzcuintlin)
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Ms. Janina K. Laurin (15650) CT
(203) 545-4837
janinalaurin1@gmail.com
Cotons de Tulear, Lhasa Apsos, Low-
chen, Poodles, Schipperkes, Tibetan 
Spaniels, Tibetan Terriers

Mr. John S. Lucas (7444) TX
(512) 422-2625
john.lucas@zambar.net
Balance of Sporting Group (Bracchi 
Italiani, Lagotti Romagnoli, Nederlandse 
Kooikerhondjes, Wirehaired Vizslas)

Ms. Kathryn Madden (92226) NY
(516) 885-4860
madterv@gmail.com
Chesapeake Bay Retrievers, English 
Cocker Spaniels

Ms. Kimberly Anne Meredith (5978) 
OR

(925) 628-6337
kimberlymeredith18@gmail.com
Australian Terriers, Bedlington Terri-
ers, Border Terriers, Dandie Dinmont 
Terriers, Smooth Fox Terriers, Wire Fox 
Terriers, Glen of Imaal Terriers, Kerry 
Blue Terriers, Norfolk Terriers, Norwich 
Terriers, Parson Russell Terriers, Russell 
Terriers

Ms. Mary B. Napper (62737) TX
(817) 458-1442
mbnapper@gmail.com
Dalmatians, Finnish Spitz, Lowchen, 
Shiba Inu, Tibetan Terriers

Mr. Shawn Petersen (116127) NV
(775) 315-4727
targhee_gsp@hotmail.com
Australian Shepherds, Bouviers des 
Flandres, Collies, German Shepherd 
Dogs, JS

Mr. Tim Peterson (92446) SD
(612) 396-3466
wynstonekennels@gmail.com
Dogues de Bordeaux, Great Pyrenees

Mrs. Marilyn Y. Pipes (29634) TX
(214) 208-4898
willmarpp1@gmail.com
Belgian Sheepdogs, Border Collies, 
Bouviers des Flandres, Pembroke Welsh 
Corgis

Dr. LeeAnn Podruch (106234) WI
(802) 238-0755
lgpodruch@gmail.com
Golden Retrievers, Pomeranians, Shih 
Tzu, Yorkshire Terriers

Mr. Adrian Quesada (96331) CA
(951) 751-4109
aqrexport@aol.com
Afghan Hounds, Basenjis, Beagles, 
Greyhounds, Ibizan Hounds, Rhodesian 
Ridgebacks

Mr. Michael L. Savage (111869) WA
(509) 999-1800
irishbrook@yahoo.com
Beagles, Harriers, Salukis, Scottish Deer-
hounds
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Linda Sebastiani (113117) CA
(916) 995-8270
bellawoodleos@comcast.net
Great Pyrenees

Mrs. Inge Semenschin (27410) CA
(707) 639-7555
ingeakc@gmail.com
Balance of Hound Group (American 
English Coonhounds, American Fox-
hounds, Basset Fauve de Bretagnes, 
English Foxhounds, Sloughis)

Mr. Gus C. Sinibaldi (103241) NC
(954) 614-9308
gus.sinibaldi@yahoo.com
Golden Retrievers, Labrador Retrievers, 
Cocker Spaniels, English Cocker Span-
iels, English Springer Spaniels, Sussex 
Spaniels, Welsh Springer Spaniels

Mrs. Nancy A. Tuthill (6729) MD
(240) 675-1560
cumbrian@myactv.net
English Cocker Spaniels, Borzois

Mrs. Cindy J. Valko (110124) PA
(412) 780-6129
somersetsts@comcast.net
German Pinschers, Great Pyrenees, 
Greater Swiss Mountain Dogs, Ku-
vaszok

Ms. Michelle VeuCasovic (17767) OH
info@infinitylabradors.com
Gordon Setters

Ms. Judy Wade (99715) OK
(214) 639-4447
wademanordogs@gmail.com
Akitas, Boxers, Doberman Pinschers, 
Dogo Argentinos

Ms. Judith White (95513) OH
(330) 327-3760
jubilhill@sssnet.com
American Staffordshire Terriers, Minia-
ture Bull Terriers, Soft Coated Wheaten 
Terriers, Staffordshire Bull Terriers

JUNIOR SHOWMANSHIP PERMIT JUDGES

Mrs. Jeanne Bertsch (117473) WA
(206) 295-8664
dbertsch51@comcast.net
JS

Mrs. Marcy Johnson (118351) WA
(206) 510-3467
marcy_johnson@msn.com
JS

Mr. Ronald Morelos (45220) CA
(714) 457-6477
ron.morelos@gmail.com
JS-Limited

Ms. Samantha Peterson (118043) NC
Sam.bullet.13@gmail.com
JS

Miss Artemis Tsagarakis (118157) MA
keonkennels@gmail.com
JS
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BEST IN SHOW
The following persons, having success-

fully completed the required Group 
Assignments in the first Variety Group 
for which they were approved, have 
been added to the list of judges eligible for 
approval to judge Best In Show.

Mr. Kevin M. Flynn (66204) MA
(781) 378-0293
lcflynn@comcast.net

Mrs. Linda C. Flynn (66205) MA
(781) 378-0293
lcflynn@comcast.net

EMERITUS CONFORMATION JUDGE
Ms. M. Sue Richey

DECEASED CONFORMATION JUDGES
Mr. Ralph Del Deo
Dr. May Jacobson
Mrs. Annemarie Moore
Ms. Patricia M. Mullin
Ms. Carol Reisman

REGULAR STATUS APPROVED 
OBEDIENCE/RALLY/TRACKING JUDGES 

The following persons have completed 
their Provisional Judging assignments, and 
their names have been added to the list of 
regular approved judges for the class indi-
cated.

Gail Katz (107964) CA
626-253-0060
smlact@aol.com
Regular Obedience Novice

Gina DeAlmeida (98607) NJ
908-963-9552
gina.dealmeida@gmail.com
Regular Tracking VST

NEW PROVISIONAL OBEDIENCE/RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

The following persons have been 
approved as a judge on a Provisional basis 
for the class/test indicated in accordance 
with the Provisional judging system. They 
may now accept assignments.

Susan Yonemura (111357) CO
970-988-8197
susan.yonemura@gmail.com
Provisional Tracking TDX

Mary Schacht (106715) WI
262-994-6798
rottierush2024@gmail.com
Provisional Rally

Kelly Winkie (118232) IL
847-909-7735
vonisengard@comcast.net
Provisional Rally

Maria Weber (111228) IL
815-353-3876
weber1985@comcast.net
Provisional Rally

Rachel Williams (112518) CA
217-621-2139
rawilli1@gmail.com
Provisional Rally
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EMERITUS OBEDIENCE/ RALLY/
TRACKING JUDGES

Susan M. King – Obed (CT)
Nancy D. Simmons – Obed & Rally (TX)

APPLICATION FOR BREED-SPECIFIC 
REGISTERED NAME PREFIX

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been submitted to The American 
Kennel Club. Letters in regard to these 
applications should be addressed to Sheila 
Goffe, Executive Secretary:

D’AWSOME – Biewer Terriers – David H. 
Graber & Delores Ann Graber

FILUCY BAY – Bernese Mountain Dogs – 
W. Clark Powell & Margaret Heidal

FLY HIGH – Boykin Spaniels – Aaron 
Wilkinson

HAYSTAC’S – Old English Sheepdogs – 
Madeline J. Erickson

HEARTLINE’S – Giant Schnauzers – 
Danny M. Adams

REOLEG – German Shorthaired Pointers 
– Blake Daniel

SOLEIL – Norwich Terriers – Janet 
Christoff

Viz WHIZZ – Vizsla – Pamela J. Shearer

REGISTERED NAME PREFIXES GRANTED

The following applications for a 
breed-specific Registered Name Prefix 
have been granted

4PEAKS – Miniature Schnauzers – Dennis 
J. Scheffler

DARKFIRE – Harriers – Lori N. Sternola

ENDACHS – Dachshunds – Victoria L. 
Lee

HAVIC – Norfolk Terriers – Victor C 
Allen

HAVIC – Norwich Terriers – Victor C. 
Allen & Alexa A. Kerns

HOUND RIDGE – Irish Wolfhounds & 
Scottish Deerhounds – Joyce Weaver & 
Donald Weaver

LA SENTINELLA – Cane Corso – 
Andrea C. Angel

NOBLE SPIRIT – Cane Corso – Terri 
Ellen Hanks

LIMITED EDITION – St. Bernards – 
Amber L. Roberts

METEORA – Bullmastiffs – Andrea C. 
Hesser, DVM

RIVERHOUSE – Golden Retrievers – 
Sherry Waszak & John Waszak

SAHAILEY – Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniels – Crystal Jones

SANDHILLS – Bullmastiffs – Erin I. 
Mitchell

SILVERADO – Dachshunds – Janice L. 
Warder

TARRYMORE – Nova Scotia Duck 
Tolling Retrievers – Madelaine A. Poppke
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AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, INC.
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AKC OFFICES AT 101 PARK AVENUE, 
NEW YORK, NY 

APRIL 13-14, 2026

The Board convened on Monday, April 
13, 2026, at 8:31 a.m. Eastern Time.

Present in the New York Office: Dr.  
Thomas Davies (Chairman), Dr. Michael 
Knight (Vice Chairman), Ms. Gina  
DiNardo (President & CEO), Dr. Carmen 
Battaglia, Mr. Dominic Carota, Ms. Sal-
ly Fineburg, Mr. Eduardo Fugiwara, Dr. 
Charles Garvin, Ms. Sue Goldberg, Mr. 
Steven Hamblin, Mr. Jason Hoke, Mr.  
Dan Smyth, and Ms. Sylvia Thomas. 

The Executive Secretary and the Chief 
Financial Officer were also present. 

Mr. Robin Stansell joined the meeting at 
9:53 a.m.

February Minutes
Copies of the February 6-7, 2026 Board 
Meeting minutes had previously been pro-
vided to all Directors for review. 

Sheila Goffe presented an amendment to 
February 2026 minutes to clarify that, in 
the vote to disapprove the AKC Bylaws 
Committee’s recommendation to amend 

Article XIV, Section 1 of the AKC Bylaws 
(to require a fee to file a complaint at an 
AKC event), Mr. Tatro voted in opposi-
tion to the motion.

Upon a motion by Dr. Davies, and sec-
onded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the amendment. 

Upon a motion by Dr. Davies, and sec-
onded by Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the February 
2026 Board Meeting minutes as amended.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss business matters. It was reported 
out of this session that the Executive  
Officers were re-elected. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
The Executive Officers of the American 
Kennel Club were reelected to the follow-
ing positions: 

President & Chief Executive Officer – 
Gina M. DiNardo 

Chief Financial Officer – Theodore E. 
Phillips

Executive Secretary – Sheila H. Goffe

Board Committee Assignments
Upon the motion of Dr. Garvin, seconded 
by Dr. Knight, the Board VOTED  
(unanimously) to affirm the following 
Board Committee Assignments and  
other Appointments.
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Board Appeals: Mr. Smyth (Chairman), 
Mr. Stansell, Ms. Fineburg 

Audit: Dr. Garvin (Chairman),  
Mr. Stansell, Mr. Carota  

Retirement Plans Committee (Pension): 
Dr. Garvin (Chairman), Mr. Hoke,  
Ms. Thomas 

Investment: Dr. Knight (Chairman),  
Ms. Fineburg, Mr. Fugiwara 

Compensation: Dr. Davies (Chairman), 
Mr. Carota, Dr. Knight 

Finance: Dr. Knight (Chairman),  
Mr. Carota, Ms. Goldberg

Communications (Ad Hoc Committee): 
Mr. Carota, Ms. Fineburg, Mr.  Hoke

The AKC Board Chairman and Vice 
Chairman are ex-officio members of all 
Board Committees. 

Additional Board Appointments

AKC Reunite
Dr. Battaglia
Ms. Fineburg, 
Mr Smyth (Chair)
Ms. Thomas
Ms. Wallin (Vice Chair)

Detection Dog Task Force 
Dr. Battaglia (Co-Chair) 
Mr. Sweetwood (Co-Chair) 
Mr. Stansell  
Ms. Wallin

AKC Political Action Committee (PAC)
Dr. Battaglia (April 2026-2028)
Mr. Fugiwara (April 2025-2027)
Ms. LaBerge (April 2026-2028)
Ms. McAteer (April 2025-2027)
Mr. Smyth (April 2025-2027)
Mr. Sweetwood (April 2026-2028) 

AKC Canine Health Foundation  
(AKC CHF)
Ms. Fineburg (April 2026-2029)
Dr. Garvin (April 2024-2027)
Mr. Hamblin (April 2025-2028)

AKC Purebred Preservation Bank
Dr. Garvin, Chair (2025-2028)
Mr. Carota (2024-2027)
Mr. Fugiwara (2026-2029)

Chairman’s Update
Dr. Davies welcomed returning Board 
member Dominic Palleschi Carota and 
new Board members Sue Goldberg and  
Jason Hoke and provided a general  
overview of Board operations. 

President’s Update
Ms. DiNardo welcomed returning Board 
member Dominic Palleschi Carota and 
new Board members Sue Goldberg and 
Jason Hoke.

She outlined numerous positive devel-
opments in expanding relationships and 
agreements with kennel clubs around the 
world, including those in Korea, China, 
New Zealand, and Australia.
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AKC is working with both external 
(BDO) and internal experts to conduct a 
comprehensive analysis and implement a 
strategy to modernize the organization, 
streamline business and technology pro-
cesses, and better serve customer needs. 
Additional details will be provided to the 
Board and, subsequently, to the Delegates 
at upcoming meetings.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION 
to discuss business matters. Nothing was 
reported out of this session. 

Legal Update
Patricia Hines, Corporate Counsel –  
Litigation, participated in this portion of 
the meeting.

The Board reviewed the Legal Depart-
ment update as of April 2026.

AKC Canine Health Foundation 
(CHF) Q1 2026 Report 
Dr. Stephanie Montgomery, AKC CHF 
President and CEO, participated in this 
portion of the meeting via video con-
ference and presented CHF’s Q1 2026 
update. 

At their March meeting, the CHF Board 
approved a new Director, Dr. Kris Alpi. 
The CHF Board also approved the fol-
lowing slate of 2026 Officers for the CHF 
Board of Directors: Dr. Mary Smith, 
Chair, Dr. Wayne Jensen, Vice Chair, 

Steven Hamblin, Treasurer, Susan Ham-
il, Secretary.

Financial Status: The AKC Canine 
Health Foundation closed FY2025 with 
total assets reaching $41.82M and a net 
surplus of $3.44M, driven by strong 
investment performance and disciplined 
expense management. 

Delegate Committee Assignments
Upon a motion by Mr. Hoke, seconded by 
Dr. Battaglia, the Board VOTED (unan-
imously) to approve the following Board 
Liaisons to the Delegates Committees.

Delegate Committee Board Liaisons
Coordinating Committee: Dr. Knight,  
Dr. Davies 

All-Breed Clubs: Mr. Carota,  
Ms. Fineburg

Bylaws: Ms. Goldberg, Ms. Thomas 

Canine Health: Dr. Garvin 

Companion Events: Mr. Hamblin 

Delegate Advocacy and Advancement:  
Mr. Smyth 

Dog Show Rules: Mr. Hoke 

Field Trial and Hunting Tests Events:  
Ms. Fineburg 

Herding, Earthdog, Coursing and Scent 
Work Events: Mr. Fugiwara 

Parent Clubs: Mr. Stansell, Dr. Battaglia 
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FINANCE

Preliminary Financial Statements 
(Unaudited) February 28, 2026 
Ted Phillips, Chief Financial Officer, re-
ported on the interim financial statements 
for the two months ending February 28, 
2026. This period reported Net Operating 
Income of $349 thousand after use of rat-
able investment allocation to the program 
of $473 thousand. The two months were 
marked by reduced registration revenues 
and positive cost containment as com-
pared to the same period in 2025.  

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Sheila Goffe, Executive Secretary and 
Vice President, Government Relations, 
participated in this portion of the meeting. 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, VP of Sport Services, 
also participated in this portion of the 
meeting via video conference.

Upon the motion of Dr. Garvin, second-
ed by Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to adopted the following 
resolutions.  

Resolution Honoring  
Christopher L. Sweetwood
WHEREAS, Christopher L. Sweetwood 
First joined the Delegate Body as Del-
egate from the Trap Falls Kennel Club 
and was elected to The American Kennel 
Club Board of Directors on March thir-
teenth, two thousand and eighteen, serv-
ing until March tenth, two thousand and 

twenty-six; and 

WHEREAS, during his Board tenure, he 
served as Co-Chairman of the Detection 
Dog Task Force; and Board Liaison to 
the Delegate Field Trial and Hunting Test 
Events Committee and the Delegate Ad-
vocacy and Advancement Committee; and 

WHEREAS, he served as Vice-Chairman 
of the American Kennel Club Political 
Action Committee; as a Member of the 
Board Investment Committee; and as 
Founder of AKC Reunites Adopt a K-9 
Cop Matching Grant program; and  

WHEREAS, as an AKC Board Member, 
he brought to bear the wisdom acquired 
during his experience in the military and 
law-enforcement; his lifelong devotion to 
Field Sports; his time as a Hunt Test Judge 
and Canine Good Citizen Evaluator/Tem-
perament Tester; and his participation 
in Conformation, Obedience, Rally, and 
Therapy Work; and  

WHEREAS, we are ever mindful of the 
substantial contributions he has made to 
the organization during his years on the 
Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, we will ever cherish our 
association with this distinguished sports-
man, gentleman, and friend.

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, 
that the Directors of The American Ken-
nel Club extend to him their most sincere 
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best wishes for the years ahead and  
their deep appreciation for his past and 
continuing dedicated service to The 
American Kennel Club.

Resolution Honoring  
Harold “Red” Tatro III
WHEREAS, Harold “Red” Tatro III 
First joined the Delegate Body as Delegate 
from the Fort Worth Kennel Club and 
was elected to The American Kennel Club 
Board of Directors on March thirteenth, 
two thousand and eighteen, serving until 
March tenth, two thousand and twen-
ty-six; and 

WHEREAS, during his Board tenure, he 
served as Chairman of the Board’s Au-
dit Committee; and as a Member of the 
Board Finance Committee and the Board 
Approval Process Ad Hoc Committee; 
and 

WHEREAS, he served as Board Liaison 
to the Delegate All-Breed Clubs Commit-
tee; Board Liaison to the Delegate Dog 
Show Rules Committee; and Board Li-
aison to the Delegate Herding, Earthdog 
and Coursing Events Committee; and  

WHEREAS, as an AKC Board Member, 
his long experience as a breeder, owner, 
handler of Lakeland Terriers and Whip-
pets; his terms as President of both of his 
breeds’ Parent Clubs; his time as a re-
spected multigroup judge; his years han-
dling in AKC Obedience, Rally, and Lure 

Coursing; combined with business acumen 
acquired during his years as a Certified 
Public Accountant and Chief Financial 
Officer, made him uniquely qualified to 
help guide the American Kennel Club 
during his Board service; and

WHEREAS, we are ever mindful of the 
substantial contributions he has made to 
the organization during his years on the 
Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, we will ever cherish our 
association with this distinguished sports-
man, all-around fancier, gentleman, and 
friend.

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, 
that the Directors of The American Ken-
nel Club extend to him their most sincere 
best wishes for the years ahead and their 
deep appreciation for his past and con-
tinuing dedicated service to The Ameri-
can Kennel Club.

Resolution Honoring Ann Wallin  
WHEREAS, Ann Wallin First joined the 
Delegate Body as Delegate from the At-
lanta Kennel Club and was elected to The 
American Kennel Club Board of Directors 
on March thirteenth, two thousand and 
eighteen, serving until March tenth, two 
thousand and twenty-six; and 

WHEREAS, during her Board tenure, 
she served as Chairwoman of the Board 
Retirement Plans Committee and Board 
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Liaison to the Delegate Parent Clubs 
Committee; and

WHEREAS, she served as a Member of 
the Board Finance Committee; Board 
Investment Committee; Board Pension 
Committee; Communications Ad Hoc 
Committee; AKC Detection Dog Task 
Force; and an AKC Reunite Board Mem-
ber; and 

WHEREAS, as an AKC Board Mem-
ber, her terms as Delegate, Board Mem-
ber, and President of Atlanta Kennel 
Club, and her varied service on the club’s 
show committee; her decades as a breed-
er-owner-exhibitor of Boxers and Rott-
weilers in Conformation and Obedience; 
her extensive Delegate committee work; 
and the business skills that made her an 
award-winning entrepreneur in real estate 
and pharmaceuticals, combined to make 
her an invaluable member of the Board of 
Directors; and

WHEREAS, we are ever mindful of the 
substantial contributions she has made to 
the organization during her years on the 
Board of Directors; and 

WHEREAS, we will ever cherish our 
association with this distinguished sports-
woman, executive, gentlewoman, and 
friend.

NOW THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, 
that the Directors of The American Ken-

nel Club extend to her their most sincere 
best wishes for the years ahead and their 
deep appreciation for his past and con-
tinuing dedicated service to The Ameri-
can Kennel Club.

Pointer Proposed Breed Standard 
Revision
The American Pointer Club has submitted 
proposed revisions to the Pointer standard 
impacting the following portions of the 
breed standard: size, proportion, sub-
stance; hound characteristics; head; back; 
and color. (See Appendix A.)

Upon the motion of Dr. Battaglia, sec-
onded by Dr. Garvin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to publish the proposed re-
visions to the Pointer standard in the May 
2026 Secretary’s Page of the AKC Gazette 
for comment.

Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen  
Proposed Breed Standard Revision 
The Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen Club of 
America, Inc. (PBGVCA), has submitted 
proposed revisions to the breed standard. 
(See Appendix B.) The PBGV Standard 
was approved April 22, 2014.

Upon the motion of Mr. Hamblin, second-
ed by Mr. Stansell, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to publish the proposed re-
visions to the Petit Basset Griffon Vendéen 
standard in the May 2026 Secretary’s Page 
of the AKC Gazette for comment.

https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf
https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf#page=4
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Board Meeting Dates 2026-2027  
and Co-Location Options
Staff provided information requested by 
the Board at the February meeting re-
garding options for co-locating Board 
meetings with Delegate meetings for the 
remainder of 2026 and for future sched-
uling. The purpose of this request is to 
explore opportunities to reduce the costs 
associated with holding eight stand-alone 
Board meetings in New York City each 
year.

Upon the motion of Mr. Carota, second-
ed by Mr. Stansell, The Board VOTED 
(In favor: Dr. Davies, Dr. Battaglia, Mr. 
Carota, Ms. Fineburg, Mr. Fugiwara, Dr. 
Garvin, Ms. Goldberg, Mr. Hoke, Mr. 
Smyth, Mr. Stansell, and Ms. Thomas. 
Opposed: Mr. Hamblin, Dr. Knight) to 
hold a September 2026 Board meeting on 
September 15-16, in Newark New Jersey, 
in conjunction with the September Dele-
gate meeting.  

Parent Club Request to Retire  
Cutwater (Portuguese Water Dog) 
The Portuguese Water Dog Club of 
America has requested the retirement of 
the kennel name “Cutwater” on behalf 
of the owners. Staff recommends that the 
Portuguese Water Dog Club of America, 
request to retire “Cutwater” be granted.

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

Parent Club Request to Retire  
Damasio (Doberman Pinscher) 
The Doberman Pinscher Club of America 
has requested the retirement of the kennel 
name “Damasio” on behalf of the own-
ers. Staff recommends that the Doberman 
Pinscher Club of America, request to 
retire “Damasio” be granted.

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

New Breed for Foundation Stock 
Service – Old Danish Pointer
Staff reported that the Foundation Stock 
Service (FSS®) Committee has approved 
a petition for the Old Danish Pointer to 
be accepted into the FSS® Program. The 
breed is recognized by FCI countries, in 
Group 7 – Pointing Dogs. 

New Breed for Foundation Stock 
Service – Saarloos Wolfhound
Staff reported that the Foundation Stock 
Service (FSS®) Committee has approved 
a petition for the Saarloos Wolfhound to 
be accepted into the FSS® Program. The 
breed is recognized by FCI countries, in 
Group 1 – Sheepdogs and Cattle Dogs.

New Breed for Foundation Stock 
Service – Silken Windhound 
Staff reported that the Foundation Stock 
Service (FSS®) Committee has approved a 
petition for the Silken Windhound to be ac-
cepted into the FSS® Program. The breed 
is recognized by several FCI countries. 
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Citizen Science Task Force  
Clarifications
The Citizen Science Task Force submitted 
a memo clarifying their recommendations 
regarding an introductory period for new 
breeds and recognition of new breeds, 
which were discussed at the February 
2026 Board meeting. The Task Force 
believes that the Board may have misun-
derstood two of the Task Force’s recom-
mendations.  

The Board discussed ways to improve the 
recognition process to help foster future 
success for new breeds.

Upon a motion by Mr. Smyth, second-
ed by Ms. Thomas, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to discuss the matter  
further at the May Board meeting. 

Board Appeals Committee
The Board Appeals Committee presented 
an update on recent matters before the 
committee. 

Companion & Performance
Doug Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events, 
Lisa Liggins, Administrative Director, 
Obedience, Rally, and Tracking, and 
Caroline Murphy, Director of Perfor-
mance Events participated in this portion 
of the meeting via video conference.

Parent Club Request for  
Three-Quarter Jump Height in  
Obedience – Norfolk Terrier  
The Norfolk Terrier Club has submit-

ted a request to have the regular jump 
height requirement in Obedience lowered 
to three-quarters the height of the dog at 
the withers. The club submitted extensive 
documentation in support of the request, 
which was reviewed by staff. The Staff is 
in support of the request.

This change would require an amendment 
to the Obedience Regulations and may  
be approved by a vote of the Board. If  
approved, this change would become  
effective June 1, 2026.

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

Redefine the meaning of “Fast”  
in the Obedience Regulations
The Companion Events Committee has 
requested redefinition of the “Fast” in the 
Obedience Regulations. The committee 
noted that many handlers, due to physical 
limitations and safety concerns, are not able 
to run. 

Staff recommends that the words “must 
run” be removed from the current state-
ment and replaced with “Fast”, which 
means that the handler and dog must 
move forward at a noticeably accelerated 
speed. (See Appendix C.)

This change would require an amendment 
to the Obedience Regulations and may 
be approved by a vote of the Board. If 
approved, this change would become 
effective June 1, 2026.

https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf#page=8
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This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

Retriever Hunting Tests –  
New National Retriever Gun Dog 
Championship
The Board considered a proposal to allow 
the newly-formed AKC-licensed, National 
Retriever Gun Dog Championship Club, 
Inc. to host an annual national event with-
in the AKC Retriever Hunting Test pro-
gram called the National Retriever Gun 
Dog Championship. (See Appendix D.)

These are changes made to the Regulations 
& Guidelines for AKC Hunting Tests for 
Retrievers and may be made by a vote of 
the Board. If approved, these changes will 
become effective June 1, 2026.

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

CONFORMATION
Doug Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events; 
Tim Thomas, VP of Conformation; Guy 
Fisher, Director, Event Operations Sup-
port; and Mark Desrosiers, Director, 
Event Programs, participated in this por-
tion of the meeting via video conference.

Bred By Exhibitor Class – Rules 
Applying to Dog Shows – Chapter 3, 
Section 8  
The Delegate Dog Show Rules Commit-
tee (“DSRC”) has made a recommenda-
tion to modify Chapter 3, Section 8 of 

the Rules Applying to Dog Shows, which if 
adopted, would allow clubs who exercise 
the option to divide the Bred-by- 
Exhibitor class by age, to further divide 
the Bred-by-Exhibitor Puppy Class to 
divisions of six months of age and under 
nine months, and nine months of age and 
under twelve months.

Due to current limitations associated with 
IT programming for new projects and 
collected data that indicates that this would 
not increase participation significantly; staff 
recommended that the Board not approve 
the DSRC’s proposal at this time. 

Upon a motion by Mr. Hoke, seconded by 
Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED (unan-
imously) to approve the recommendation 
of staff to not approve further division of 
the Bred-By-Exhibitor class at this time.

Alterations To Dogs – Rules Applying 
to Dog Shows – Chapter 11, Section 8 
& 8-D
Chapter 11 of the Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows addresses eligibility of entries at 
Conformation dog shows. Sections 8 and 
8-D address matters such as castration, 
spaying, blindness, deafness, change of 
appearance, not having two normally de-
scended testicles. The Delegate Dog Show 
Rules Committee proposed amendments 
to the rules to:

1.	 Insert “Conformation” where applica-
ble in-front of “show” to clarify that 

https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf#page=11
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any impact on eligibility resulting from 
a disqualification for these conditions 
was specific to Conformation.

2.	 Remove all text related to cropping, 
docking, removal of dewclaws, and 
change of appearance from Chapter 
11, Section 8 and relocate into  
Chapter 11, Section 8-D. 

3.	 Reformat and reorganize sections for 
greater clarity including the insertion 
of bulleted text. 

4.	 Replace he with he/she to make  
gender neutral. 

5.	 Inserts definition of blind (without 
useful vision) as found in The Obedience 
Regulations.

(See Appendix E.)

Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, seconded 
by Mr. Hoke, the Board VOTED (unan-
imously) to approve the modifications to 
Chapter 11, Sections 8 and 8-D of the 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows.

The proposed modifications to Chapter 
11, Sections 8 and 8-D will be read at 
the June 2026 Delegate meeting and voted 
at the September 2026 Delegate meeting. 
These proposals will be presented as a 
single vote. If approved by the Delegate 
Body, the effective date will be October 1, 
2026. 

International Dog Shows
The Federation Canófila Mexicana 
(“FCM”) has inquired about holding 

AKC licensed specialty shows for sever-
al popular breeds in conjunction with its 
inaugural FCM Universal Championship 
shows, scheduled for November 12-15, 
2026, in Mexico City, Mexico. Because the 
AKC International Dog Show Regulations 
currently do not allow for specialty shows 
and would require modification to permit 
them, staff presented FCM’s request to the 
Board at its February 2026 meeting, and 
provided a series of proposed amendments 
to the Regulations for American Kennel Club 
International Dog Shows to allow FCM to 
offer independent, single-breed special-
ty shows alongside its licensed all-breed 
events. (See Appendix F.)

Upon a motion by Mr. Carota, seconded by 
Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED (unani-
mously) to waive standard procedures and 
advance the measure immediately.

Upon a motion by Ms. Fineburg, second-
ed by Mr. Hamblin, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the proposed 
amendments and allow FCM to offer 
AKC licensed independent, single-breed 
specialty shows alongside its AKC licensed 
All-Breed events.

The effective date is immediate. 

Adding a NOHS Regional in Alaska
The Board considered a recommendation 
to add a NOHS Regional show in Alas-
ka for the 2026-2027 period. The show 
would be hosted by Cook Inlet Kennel 

https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf#page=12
https://www.akc.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Board-Minutes-April-2026-FINAL-PUBLISHED-Appendix-A-F.pdf#page=19
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Club on July 31, 2027, in Palmer, Alaska. 

Upon a motion by Mr. Hamblin, second-
ed by Ms. Goldberg, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to waive standard procedures 
and advance the measure immediately.

Upon a motion by Mr. Carota, second-
ed by Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to add a NOHS regional 
show in Alaska. 

NOHS Regional 2026- 2027 Host Clubs
The following clubs have been selected 
to host the 2026-2027 NOHS Regional 
shows: 

The 2026 – 2027 Regional Host Clubs are:

Scheduling Conformation Events 
At the request of the Board, staff provided 
a review of the Scheduling Best Practices, 
proposed enhancements to it, and further 
options for consideration that will require 
additional actions to pursue. 

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

Administrative Access for  
Cluster Coordinators 
At the January 2026 Board meeting, the 
staff was directed to pursue allowing 
access to cluster coordinators to complete 
process and/or administrative tasks that 
are currently required of each individual 
show chair in a cluster. Staff updated the 
Board on the background of the rules, 
policies, and procedures that outline who 
is permitted to complete administrative 
tasks for a club and its events, and options 
to permit a cluster coordinator to perform 
some or all tasks. 

Staff will continue to explore options for 
streamlining AKC events when increased 
technology programming bandwidth be-
comes available.

Fines & Reprimands
Staff updated the Board on recent fines 
and reprimands.

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
There was an EXECUTIVE SESSION to 
discuss sensitive business matters. Nothing 
was reported out of this session.

Events & Entries
Staff updated the Board on event and entry 
numbers.

JUDGING OPERATIONS
Doug Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events, 
and Tim Thomas, VP of Conformation 
participated in this portion of the meeting 
via video conference.

Cornhusker Kennel Club NE 10/2/2026
Skokie Valley Kennel Club IL 11/20/2026
Corpus Christi Kennel Club TX 1/16/2027
Birmingham Kennel Club AL 4/9/2027
Los Encino’s Kennel Club CA 5/28/2027
Plainfield Kennel Club NJ 5/29/2027
Clackamas Kennel Club OR 6/26/2027
South Shore Kennel Club MA 9/17/2027
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Judging Applications and Pending 
Discipline Policy 
The Judging Applications and Pending 
Discipline Policy states that when a judging 
applicant has been notified of an investiga-
tion or charged with alleged misconduct, 
the application is held pending resolution 
of the disciplinary matter. Staff provided 
a recommendation to amend the policy to 
clarify that applications held under this 
policy will be returned if the final resolu-
tion results in a suspension affecting judg-
ing privileges.

This will be discussed further at the May 
Board meeting.

Approval of Newly Recognized Breeds
At the January 2026 Board meeting, staff 
was directed to study ways to improve 
efficiency with which judges may get ap-
proved for newly recognized breeds. Staff 
provided the Board with an overview of 
the current Board policy, options to mod-
ify, and a recommendation to amend the 
Adjunct Application Process by extending 
the period in which an adjunct breed is 
added to an application for the balance of 
the group to one year after the date of full 
recognition. 

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

Use of Table and Ramp in Junior 
Showmanship Classes
Staff provided the Board with an overview 

of the Judging Operations Department’s 
direction concerning the use of the table 
and ramp in Junior Showmanship classes. 

Pilot Program for Federation  
Canófila de Puerto Rico Judges
The Board considered a request by the 
Federation Canófila de Puerto Rico 
(“FCPR”) to institute a pilot program to 
transition FCPR judges to AKC approved 
judges.

Conformation Judging Statistics
Judging Operations staff provided the 
Board with statistics related to Conforma-
tion judging applications considered by 
the Department for the preceding three 
months.

REGISTRATION DEVELOPMENT
Doug Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events; 
Mari-Beth O’Neill, VP of Sport Services; 
Keva Allen, Director of DNA Operations; 
and Jill Zapadinsky, Sr. Director of Cus-
tomer Service joined this portion of the 
meeting via video conference. 

AKC Purebred Preservation Bank 
Update 
The AKC Purebred Preservation Bank 
(AKC PPB), provided an update including 
a brief review of PPB’s history, structure, 
financial status, activities, and future plans.

Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, and sec-
onded by Mr. Hamblin, the AKC Board 
VOTED (unanimously) to approve the 
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appointment of the following individuals to 
the Board of Directors of the AKC PPB, 
for three-year terms in the Class of 2029:

a. Eduardo Fugiwara as AKC Board  
Director

b. Vanessa Skou as AKC Staff Director
c. Dr. Jerold Bell as Community Director

Cloned Dogs
A recent inquiry has highlighted the need 
for additional clarity regarding the Board 
Policy on cloned dogs – specifically the 
phrase “under certain circumstances 
a cloned dog may obtain a Purebred 
Alternate Listing (PAL) enrollment.” 
The Board discussed implications for 
consideration of cloned dogs as part of 
the PAL program. Staff recommended a 
clarification that cloned dogs are eligible 
to be listed as PAL dogs provided they 
otherwise meet all the requirements of 
the PAL program, including spaying/
neutering. Further, cloned dogs that are 
enrolled in the PAL program are eligible 
to participate in any event that a dog with 
a PAL listing can participate. This is a 
Board Policy and may be modified by a 
vote of the Board.  

The Board agreed to reconvene an ad hoc 
committee of experts to update its scientif-
ic knowledge on the matter. 

This will be discussed further at the  
May Board meeting. 

CLUBS
Lisa Cecin, Director of Club Relations, 
joined this portion of the meeting. Doug 
Ljungren, EVP, Sports & Events, joined 
this portion of the meeting via video con-
ference. 

Newly Accredited and Dissolved 
Local Specialty Clubs – 2021 through 
2025
In response to discussion at the February 
Board meeting, Staff provided the Board 
with a report on new specialty clubs and 
those that dissolved in the past 5 years 
(2021-2025) and an analysis of recent 
specialty club gains and losses by breed 
group. Highlights include: 
•	 104 new local specialty clubs were 

accredited and 23 local specialty clubs 
dissolved.

•	 The 104 new local specialty clubs 
accredited represent 57 breeds and are 
spread across 29 states.

•	 The 23 clubs that dissolved represented 
17 breeds and were spread across 16 
states. 

•	 The breed with the largest number of 
new specialty clubs accredited is the 
Beagle (18 clubs), most of which are 
field trial clubs. 

•	 The breed with the largest number of 
new specialty clubs holding Conforma-
tion events is the Cane Corso (7 clubs).
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Report on Member Club Bylaws  
Approved in February and March
Asheville Kennel Club, Buncombe  
County (1937)

Greater Hickory Kennel Club, Catawba 
County, NC (2003)

Hendersonville Kennel Club, Henderson-
ville, NC (2016)

Menson Kennel Club, Santa Rosa, CA 
(1973)

Yakima Valley County Kennel Club, Yaki-
ma County, WA (1956)

Report On Newly Licensed Clubs  
Approved in February and March
Carolina Finnish Lapphund Club, greater 
Charlotte, NC (including NC communities 
east to Interstate 40, west to Interstate 26 
and no further south than Spartanburg, 
SC), 23 total households, 13 local. 

Emerald Coast Retriever Club, greater  
Vernon, FL (including communities north-
east to Cottonwood, AL and southwest to 
Santa Rosa Beach in proximity to Interstate 
331 and Interstate231), 23 total households, 
12 local. 

Heartland Russian Toy Club of Wiscon-
sin, greater Milwaukee, WI (including 
communities north to West Bend, south 
to WI/IL state line, west to Route 73), 23 
total households, 13 local.

North Florida Doberman Pinscher Club, 
greater Tallahassee, FL (including com-
munities north to GA/AL state lines, 
south to Panama City, east to Lake City 
and west to Pensacola), 21 total house-
holds, 15 local. 

Portuguese Water Dog Club of the Car-
olinas, state of North Carolina, 58 total 
households, 39 local. 

COMPLIANCE
Patricia Hines, Corporate Counsel –  
Litigation, participated in this portion of 
the meeting. Bri Tesarz, Director of Com-
pliance, and Jessica Lopez, Compliance 
Manager, participated in this portion of 
the meeting via video conference. 

Bylaws/Discipline Study Committee 
Report
At the Board’s May 2025 meeting, the 
Board appointed a committee to examine 
ways to make the AKC discipline process 
easier to understand and make recommen-
dations for bylaw changes (“The Bylaws/
Discipline Study Committee”). The By-
laws/Discipline Study Committee has 
been reviewing numerous documents that 
pertain to AKC’s disciplinary process, in-
cluding AKC Charter and Bylaws, Dealing 
with Misconduct at American Kennel Club 
Events booklet, AKC Discipline Guide-
lines, Personal Conduct Policy, Judicial or 
Administrative Determination of Inappropri-
ate Treatment Policy, and Trial Board and 
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Appeal Trial Board Procedures pamphlet 
in order to simplify and modernize the 
AKC disciplinary requirements and  
processes. 

The Board discussed committee  
recommended changes to AKC’s Personal 
Conduct Policy and the AKC Discipline 
Guidelines based on their discussions. 
The Board will discuss this further at the 
May Board meeting. 

Staff Event Committee Report of 
Actions Taken
The Board received a report of actions 
taken. 

Summary of Actions by Management 
Disciplinary Committee – Charges 
Preferred – Non-Inappropriate 
Treatment 
The Board received a report of preferred 
charges.

Summary of Actions by Management 
Disciplinary Committee – Charges 
Preferred – Inappropriate Treatment
The Board received a report of preferred 
charges.

Summary of Finalized Disciplinary 
Actions as of March 17, 2026
The Board received a report of finalized 
disciplinary actions as of March 17, 2026.

(Final Board Disciplinary actions are 
reported on the Secretary’s Page.)

CONSENT
The Board VOTED to remove the follow-
ing item from the Consent agenda and to 
have it brought back for further discussion 
at the May Board meeting.

Foundation Stock Services Guide-
lines – AKC Citizen Science Task 
Force Suggestions
The Citizen Science Task Force submit-
ted suggested changes to the Foundations 
Stock Service Guidelines. Staff has re-
viewed the recommendations and pro-
vided feedback as well as recommended 
revisions that can be implemented upon 
approval from the AKC Board.

The recommendation is to modify the 
Foundation Stock Services Guidelines –

1.	 For FSS breed Parent Clubs, if there 
is a lapse of three years in communi-
cation between the Sports Services 
Department and the designated Parent 
Club, the club will no longer be consid-
ered representing the breed.

2.	 One of the criteria for a breed to be 
considered for full recognition is that 
there must be minimum of ten Parent 
Club households owning dogs that 
have earned AKC titles.

3.	 The AKC Communications Depart-
ment will develop a 12-month media 
and social media plan for clubs of 
newly recognized breeds. This plan 
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will serve as a practical roadmap to 
help clubs build visibility, generate 
interest, and raise public awareness for 
the breed, with AKC offering guidance 
and support to assist clubs. 

These are modifications to the Foundation 
Stock Service Guidelines and may be made 
by a vote of the Board. The Board asked 
for more information from staff. Upon a 
motion by Mr. Smyth and seconded by 
Ms Fineburg, the board VOTED (unani-
mously) to discuss this further at the May 
Board meeting.   

Upon a motion by Dr. Garvin, second-
ed by Ms. Fineburg, the Board VOTED 
(unanimously) to approve the Consent 
agenda items listed to follow.

Dual Pointed Obstacle in FAST 
Classes
The Board VOTED to approve a recom-
mendation to change to the Agility Reg-
ulations to allow a second dual pointed 
obstacle to be utilized in the FAST class. 
Specifically, it allows as an option, the 
ability for designers to use a second, dual 
pointed obstacle in the FAST class. 

These changes will become effective  
June 1, 2026.

Two Novice and Open Trials on the 
Same Day
The Board VOTED to approve a rec-
ommendation to amend the Agility Regu-

lations to allow all AKC licensed Agility 
clubs to hold two trials on the same day on 
the same trial site. Each trial will have a 
separate event number and recording fees 
will be collected for each trial. Only Nov-
ice and Open (standard, JWW), T2B and 
FAST classes may be offered or a com-
bination thereof. A limit of 350 runs per 
judge per day is permitted. 

These changes are effective June 1, 2026.

Moving Entries Laterally
The Board VOTED to approve a recom-
mendation to amend the Agility Regulations 
to allow the move of entries laterally from 
Regular to Preferred classes and vice versa 
per the club’s policy for move-ups. Clubs 
would still follow the regulations as detailed 
in Chapter 1, Section 20 of the Agility Reg-
ulations. 

This change is effective June 1, 2026.

Judge’s Misconduct Policy
The Judge’s Misconduct Policy outlines  
the procedures for staff to follow when 
addressing complaints concerning judges 
or judging at AKC sanctioned events. 

The Board VOTED to approve the  
modification of acceptable options to  
judges who elect to appeal a decision by the 
Board to impose discipline affecting judg-
ing privileges, including video conference 
or written appeal, with an in-person appeal 
only available if the applicant cannot meet 
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via video conference.

This is effective April 22, 2026. 

Mandatory Ramp Examination – Soft 
Coated Wheaten Terrier
The Board VOTED to approve the re-
quest from the Soft Coated Wheaten Ter-
rier Club of America to mandate the use 
of a ramp for the examination of the Soft 
Coated Wheaten Terrier through all levels 
of Conformation competition. Current-
ly, Soft Coated Wheaten Terriers may be 
judged either on the ground or the ramp at 
the discretion of the judge. 

The effective date will be August 5, 2026, to 
provide sufficient notice to superintendents 
to ensure inclusion in all premium lists.

Pacemakers – Rules Applying to Dog 
Shows, Chapter 11, Section 8
Pursuant to Chapter 11, Section 8 of the 
Rules Applying to Dog Shows a judge is to 
disqualify a dog which has been changed 
in appearance by artificial means. 

The Board VOTED to approve an 
amendment to the list of procedures con-
sidered a change in appearance by artifi-
cial means provided in italics to include 
the insertion of a pacemaker due to a 
congenital or hereditary abnormality.

This is effective April 29, 2026. 

Saluki Club of America Request  
to Revise the 2002 SPDBS Open 
Registry
The Board VOTED to approve the  
request from/of the Saluki Club of  
America (SCOA) to transfer the  
registration of 1 and 2 generation dogs, 
with known parents, from the SCOA  
to the AKC. 

Delegate Approvals
Martha H. Goings 
To represent Northeastern Indiana  
Kennel Club  
Published in AKC Gazette: January,  
February 2026

Gregory Hastings 
To represent Cheyenne Kennel Club 
Published in AKC Gazette: January,  
February 2026

Dr. Michelle R. Rowland 
To represent Illinois Valley Kennel  
Club of Peoria 
Published in AKC Gazette: February, 
March 2026

Lee Sohl 
To represent First Company Governor’s 
Foot Guard Athletic Association 
Published in AKC Gazette: January,  
February 2026



secretary’s pages

MAY 2026AKC GAZETTE 39

Sally N. Wynn  
To represent Pembroke Welsh Corgi  
Club of America  
Published in AKC Gazette: January,  
February 2026

Michael F. Zywicki 
To represent American Cesky Terrier 
Fanciers Association 
Published in AKC Gazette: January,  
February 2026

Re-Appointment of AKC PAC  
Board Members
In April 2026, the two-year terms of four 
members of the AKC Political Action 
Committee (PAC) Board of Directors 
(Ms. Gail LaBerge, Mr. Christopher 
Sweetwood, Dr. Carmen Battaglia, and 
Mr. Robert (Bob) Rynkiewicz expire.

AKC Board approval is required for all 
AKC PAC Board appointments. 

The AKC Board reappointed Dr. Batta-
glia, Ms. LaBerge, Mr. Sweetwood and 
Mr. Rynkiewicz for new, two-year terms 
on the AKC PAC Board. 

Adjourned

Attest:_______________________________

____________________________________

Sheila H. Goffe, Executive Secretary


